DIYANET CENTER OF AMERICA

DIVINE GROUND BETWEEN US

BEGINNING OF THE MONTH OF RAMADAN 1447 AH
[ENGLISH]

The Presidency of Religious Affairs of Tiirkiye (Diyanet) determines the beginnings of the
Hijri months in accordance with the resolutions adopted at the “International Hijrl Calendar
Union Congress” held in Istanbul in 2016. During this congress, a “Unified Hijri Calendar”
system, applicable to Muslims around the world, was adopted to ensure unity in determining the
beginning of Hijri months. Based on this system, the following principles guide the
determination of the new lunar month:

1. The fundamental principle in establishing the beginning of lunar months is the sighting of the
crescent (ru’yah) or the confirmation that the crescent has become observable.

2. Crescent sighting is not restricted to a specific location; ikhtilaf al-matali‘ (differences of
horizons) is not taken into account. If the crescent is sighted, or sighting becomes possible,
anywhere on earth, the month is deemed to have begun.

3. For the crescent to be sighted or for sighting to be astronomically possible, the following four
conditions must be fulfilled simultaneously:
e After conjunction (ijtima‘), the angular separation between the Moon and the Sun must be
at least 8°.
At sunset, the Moon’s altitude above the horizon must be no less than 5°.
In the case of the occurrence of sighting (ru’yah), the conjunction must take place before
imsak at the world’s easternmost point (New Zealand/Wellington).
e For the new lunar month to begin, crescent sighting must occur on the main landmasses
of North and South America.
Once these criteria are met, there is no difference between physically sighting the crescent and
confirming its visibility through astronomical calculations.
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The central aim of the unified Hijri calendar effort is to ensure that Muslims around the world
can observe their acts of worship in unity and harmony, particularly regarding the fasting of
Ramadan and the celebration of the Eids. For this reason, the adopted criteria were designed to
facilitate both uniform observance and practical implementation.

According to astronomical calculations made in accordance with these parameters:
e The conjunction (ijtima‘) that marks the basis for the month of Ramadan 1447 AH will
occur on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 12:01 GMT.
e The crescent will first become astronomically visible on Wednesday, February 18, 2026
at 03:42 GMT, beginning from the Pacific region.
e Based on the criteria accepted at the congress, the first day of Ramadan 1447 AH will
be Thursday, February 19, 2026.

1447 HICRI YILI RAMAZAN AYININ BASLANGICI
[TURKCE]

Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig, hicri aybaslarmin tespitini 2016 yilinda Istanbul’da gerceklestirilen
Uluslararast Hicri Takvim Birligi Kongresinde alinan kararlar gercevesinde yapmaktadir. Bu
kongrede, diinyanin her boélgesinde yasayan Miisliimanlarin ibadet vakitlerinde birlik
saglayabilmeleri amaciyla “Tekli Hicri Takvim” uygulamasi benimsenmistir. Buna gore hicri
aylarin baslangic1 agagidaki esaslara gore belirlenmektedir:

1. Kameri aylarin baglangicinin tespitinde asil olan, hilalin gozle goriilmesi veya goriilebilecek
hale gelmesidir (ru’yet).

2. Hilalin goriilmesi i¢in belirli bir yer sart degildir; ithtilafii’l-metali‘e itibar edilmez. Yeryiiziinde
herhangi bir bolgede hilalin goriilmesi veya goriilmesinin miimkiin olmast aym girdigine
hiikmetmek i¢in yeterlidir.

3. Hilalin goriilmesi veya goriilebilecek hale gelmesi icin asagidaki dort sartin birlikte
gerceklesmesi gerekir:
e ictima (kavusum) sonras1 Ay—Giines a¢isal uzaklig1 en az 8° olmalidr.
e Giines battig1 anda Ay’in ufuk yiiksekligi en az 5° olmalidir.
e Ru’yetin olusmasi durumunda, igtimanin diinyanin en dogusundaki (Yeni
Zelanda/Wellington) imsaktan dnce olmasi gerekir.
e Yeni kameri aym baslangict i¢in hilalin Kuzey ve Giiney Amerika ana karalarinda
goriilmesi (ru’yeti) gerekir
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Bu sartlar saglandiktan sonra hilalin ¢iplak gozle goriilmesi ile goriilme imkanmin astronomik
olarak tespit edilmesi arasinda bir fark yoktur.

Hicri aybaslarinin tespiti konusunda yapilan takvim birligi calismalarinin temel amaci, diinyanin
farkli bolgelerinde yasayan Miislimanlarin ibadet vakitlerini birlik ve beraberlik i¢inde eda
edebilmelerini saglamak; Ozellikle de Ramazan aymin ve bayramlarin ayni gilinlerde idrak
edilmesini temin etmektir. Bu nedenle belirlenen kriterler, hem bu birlikteligi koruyacak hem de
uygulamada kolaylik saglayacak sekilde olusturulmustur.

Bu esaslara gore yapilan astronomik hesaplamalara gore:
e 1447 yih Ramazan aymna esas teskil eden ictima, Greenwich’e (GMT) gore 17 Subat
2026 Sah giinii saat 12.01°de gerceklesecektir.
e 1447 Ramazan hilalinin ilk kez goriilebilir hale geldigi an, yine GMT’ye gore 18 Subat
2026 Carsamba giinii saat 03.42 olarak hesaplanmistir.
e Kongrede benimsenen kriterler uyarinca Ramazan aymn ilk giinii 19 Subat 2026
Persembe olarak belirlenmistir.
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% Prepared based on the fatwas and rulings of the High Board of Religious Affairs, Presidency
of Religious Affairs.



